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hopelessly, with a river at its back, appears to have been
almost destroyed; its remains fled in utter rout, far beyond
Armagh, leaving the Irishry masters of the greatest part of
Ulster.
This victory raised Irish hopes to the highest pitch of
daring;   Rinuccini and his  adherents  beheld   a  vision of
Ireland saved by a Catholic Holy War;  O'Neill and his
Celts thought the time had come when the land would be set
free from the stranger.   The moderate party in the Con-
federacy was swept away;   amidst Te Deums in Catholic
places of worship, execrations of heresy and its votaries, and
wild gatherings of the Irishry in arms, the war broke out
fiercer than ever, and spread far and wide.   Preston and
O'Neill continued in command;  they approached * Dublin
with a motley force of probably 20,000 men, much larger
than any which could be opposed to it   The capital was for
a time in real danger: but Preston and O'Neill disliked each
other; their troops were men of different races and thoughts ;
Irish divisions and jealousies fought once more on the side of
the enemies of the Irish cause, and paralysed the arms that
sought to uphold it.   The menacing demonstration came to
nothing:   a long series of negotiations followed, in which
Ormond endeavoured in vain to induce the Confederates to
accept the Peace.    His resolution was ere long taken: it was
worthy of his noble and high-minded character.   The Parlia-"
ment and the Army were now supreme in England; reinforce-
ments were being sent by degrees to uphold the Protestant
name in Ireland, and to make English authority felt; the King
was a discrowned prisoner, weaving the web of guile, in
which he was to be fatally meshed.    Ormond had no thought
of leaving Ireland a prey to Rinuccini and rebellious Celts in
arms; of blotting out the English and Scotch settlements;
of making the island a scene of turbulent anarchy; and as he
could rule no longer himself, he handed his trust over to the